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X ZTJdstory
Martin masters the tricks of his trade

BY RERBECCA GODLDEN

“lake a deck of cards In the deck there
e four different suits — hearts, diamonds,
chibs and spades. Now I'm only gaing ta use
gne, |'m going to eliminote the other teée,
0 name one. Hearts? Oy, hearts. Now
thete are 13 hearts, and I'm only going to
use half Seven i in the middie. Name ither
high or bowe Lo Oy, 1l eliminade kow
Naw, between seven and King, I'm thinking
ol a hieart. What came to your mind? jack of
hearts ¥ You're not going 1o believe this, but
fack of hearts is the wame card | was think-
ing of toa”

Tee magician proffers a cand, a Jack of
hearts. But how do you know he's chosen
the right card in advance? Easy. He's written
your name an i1, and your cad is the only
biliee-backed card in o red deck

Andrew Martin, magician and ilsionist,
does lots of card tricks. In his nimble hands,
cards appear with names written on them,
of disappeat, furming up later i unespecisd
places, A5 & strolling magician at Mancy's
and TG Friday's, Martin shares his spacial
brand of family emertainment with the pub-
.

Muartin, 38, grew up in Temperance. After
graduating from hagh school in 1979, he
Nt LT Lmncmnmmﬂhg!,m
hiad abways dreamed of & cartee M gl

*| abwoys wanted attention, and in 1972
or ‘T3, | saw 2 television pommercial for
magic cards, and that sparked my interest,”
Martin explamed. *| got the cards for
Chirstmas, and someone told me | could go
down 1o the library and get bodks on magic.
anvdl that was That

*| used 1o pull other kids olf the sifeel,
pull them inta my garage and do shaws for
them, 1w ahways Inoking for-an audi-
e,

Oine ol bk darliest public performances. 8
Valenting's Day show for the Bediord Publ
Lilsrary, took placa i 1975

Martin has na clear memary of speading
the Five dollars he earned for the show, but
s wile, Medissa, thinks he protably blew it
o magic ks

Growing up, he studied with area magi-
clana, spending a lot of time &t Ted
Carrouthers Mag Studio. As a teen, he quit
his job at the Sweden House Restaurant 1o

spand a weekend leaming magic from Dick
Oularet. Didand taught him magic skills not
found in bocks, and introduced him to other
madgiciars, some of whiom Martin still werks
with today. Martin values the technigues he
pecied wp from Orland and otfers

* Leaming mags: 5 kind of hike performing
music. There are 3l these bits and preces not
everyone knows, things 3 reqular perion
woukin't potice oc find cut,” Martin sys

His parents hoped he'd pursue a mare
mainstream $0t of career, byt magc and

Teledo-area mageciom Andrew Mastin, fght, mests his kol, Doweg Hoenning, in 1981,

entertaining had femiy taken hold

"I thirik it"s funny that his dad told him o
"get a pob where you wirar a suit, and he
wiears a tuxedo, so it worked out for both of
them,” Malssa ol

"When | became older and said this is
what | want to do for a living. my mom said
“What are you gaing to do for a real jpb?
This & & nice hobby, but...” Madtn smiles
ruedully at the memony.

After 10 years working at Ted Camouthers
Magic Studia and a brief stint at Daney
World, Martin began his career as a full-
time magician, He dois more Than 00
shows a wear, and does strolling magic per
formances at two afed restaurants. in addi
tion to stage shows and restaurant wark,
Martin ertertans adults and children alike
at private prarties

When quesied abaut his mativation in [ie,
he laughs and points to his wile "5he’s the
Sipgfried and 'm the Royp ™ Martin says,
grinnng,

Al wie peed are soeme whita tigers,”
Melissa jokes

Andeiew Martin met Medmsa seven years
agn, while working a private party, She
booked him for the job. and he later became
a client of her small graghic design firm

* G hared mie. She had this white and
black goofy makeup on. It was & Hallaween
party. Atter a year of her doing my business
cards, | asked her aut " Martin secalls.

Thoegh they both swore " never again”
after that first date — a disastrous dinner at
Ruby Tuesday's — they married a year later
Theey now have two children, a son, Bk, 3
et & daughter, Emma, 1

Andrew and Melizsa Martin have made
miagic their family business. Afver thir mar-
riage, Malmsa deopped her ather clients,
chogsing indtead 1o da promation for her
ushand. Melissa's cousin, known peales-
sapnaly as Trine, assicty Martin with e
stand-up performances, including last year's

stage showw ot Burnbam Auditonam in
Sylvania.

“He always wanted to do 2 really big
shaw, and we sasd °How canwe do 177
Melmsa explained. “Finally, we decided we'd
|ust do it owsedves. We rented the theater
and rehearsed all summer. People came and
were just blown mway, We 1old out the the-
ater.”

Thee Martins say they'll probably book their
own magic tour in lanuary and Febnuary,

Martin has 3 number of signature tricks
up his seeye, though not Rterally; he shwan
keeps his shepves tightly rolled up all the way
e It elbows. He has a way of mesmenzing
the casual magic fan, never breaking eye
contact, and anyone lucky enpugh 1o get &
peronal demonstration rarely finds the
pppartunity 1o leok at his hands,

& strolling magic favorite, his spange
bunny trick requires charm and finesse, First,
he tefls a liile stiory about tha bunny, o Aear-
Iy shapebess toy cut out of spangy material
Placing the bunny in an sudience member's
hand, he casts his spell and — presio,
changa! - the bunny has reproduced. The
audience member endt ug with 3 dozen
Baunrnes in ber hand, and, mare [Sely than
nad, & big smile on har face.

anather favarite invalees makeng 3 piece
of the subject’s jpwely disappear and then
reappaar-on Marten's key chain, In Martin's
strofling act, the bunny trick and the jewelry
trick alternate with a vanety of card trecks
and the making of balloon anemals.

Lometimes it seems ke Marton s best
ireck lies i reading his audsence, knowing
wha in the crowd wants 2 visit lrom The
stroffing magician, and whao'd rather be left
to & quist, private dinmer

*If it's toblies, and you see peopls reaily
close i snd talking, you kind of stay away,
But il thiy're laughing and having a great
time, I'm just the extra boost i ther party
and can really make therr diy, Scametimes,

Arschrii Martin's © Halloween
Spookatorium” will be presented at
thee Ohia Theatre on thess dates

3 Oct. 20 O Ot 28
Ol L
07 Ot 23 =1 Ot 30
0 Oct 24 2 Oct 3
0 Det 27

when someone seems really grumgag you can
miake them feel betber by making a ballpon
enimal or doing a cord trick,” Martin
e

Martin avaids the more dangero -
sions, undenwater escape tricks and
attempts at catching a bullet with his teeth,
tar example.

*1 stay away from that stufl™ he says with
& grin, adding that there is some danger in
his strofing magician nct. " Sometimes when
| do the card fricks | get a paper cut.

Martin loves hés work, and sees magic as
great family activity, He belivves that keep-
ing the secrets of illusions helps people wus-
pend their dishelief, and allows parents to
enjoy the show as much as children do. He
says that TV magickars who reveal the work-
ings of illusions do a disservice to both their
peers and the larger community

"Here's a poor guy who paid anywhere
from a thowsand dallars 1o & hundred thou
sand dollars for an illusian, and here’s this
gy saying, for fres, on TV, "This is how it's
done” I's almost like spmeone gaing ug o
a lime of kics ar the mall waiting o seo
Santa, and pulling his beard off and saying
s |ust & faka™"

halissa Martin says she knows exactly
wihat makes her hishand tuch 3 dedicated
magician

“He loved doing it because it makes peo-
ple happy,” Mefissa eaplains. “IUs a job
whiere you mostly see people a1 their best,
having their weddings and ther Birihdays,
and you come in and entertan them.”

Andrew chimes in: " Plus, it's kind of nice
that kn this job I'm constantly gefisg patted
an the hack *

“We tend 10 nse our sense of wonter,”
Martin says. “We get bombarded by afl sorts
ol other stufl. Tha other night, | was laoking
ugr at the stars thinking this i incredibile, this
light show that goes an every night. When
your step back and you book at it — wiaw®

i your sense of wonder nesds a little
booster, stop by TG Friclay's same Thaursday
might. Pick a cord, ged o balloon animal, or
fust watch the bunmes. They may nat be live
pihibaty — the health departmant frowns on
that i restaurants — but they're magical all
the same



